VR fe et
P i

%
5
i




f Photograph of Stanwood Cobb



A Call To Action

DEVELOP

YOUR
SPIRICUAL POWER

M.—'ﬂ*w

Man’s Fulfillment
on the Planet Earth

iv% i JL¢Z’T< ﬁ

STANWOOD COBB

i//' /1/7/f“L(€Af£ ;@7"%/{



A
gi
/

Dedicated to the health, prosperity and happiness
of all the inhabitants of the planet Earth. May they
soon realize themselves as one world family, peaceful

and loving.
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PRETACT

Civilization On 'I'he March

Civilization never stands still. It is always on the move, re-
newing itsell or reaching forward in the creation of new values.

Right at this time life on our planet is in the throes of the
birth of a new type of civilization, a civilization based on the
universal spiritualization of mankind. Why is this so? The urban-
ization that is taking place and the outreach of technologization
that is pervading all life on the planet - these new developments
demand new planetary controls.

Once man fought with spears. Then the bow and arrows ap-
peared, to project death at a distance. But that wasn’t enough,
gunpowder had to be invented, so that a few hundred Spaniards
under Cortez could conquer vast armies in Mexico and establish
their rule.

But gunpowder and its affiliates was not to be the last word
in warfare, When nuclear power was energized into action by
military force, a complete revolution in military thoughts and
plans took place. What was this revolution? It was nothing less
than the conviction of the ultimate necessity for the complete
outlawing of war.

But can this be done? Can man, who is still basically a refined
and civilized animal, suddenly relinquish one of his favorite
roads to progress and to power?

But there is no balancing of opinions possible at this point;
no formation of opinions possible in the nature of pro-war
against no-war arguements. Destiny has thrown her dice, and the
verdict is NO WAR. Our world must seek and establish peace,
or it must perish. Such is the alternative facing humanity as the
Twentieth Century draws to a close,

But how can the human race, in which the fever for war is
so inbred, be brought to the complete abandonment of it?

There is only one way that this can come to pass. The human
soul must reach out and aspire to the stars, aspire for the splen-
dor of its final stage of development, the spiritual.

Destiny now calls upon the planet Earth to begin in earnest
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Whether you are rich or poor, wise or dumb,
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the process ol universal spiritualization -~ a process which shall
subtly replace instincts of aggression and power-seeking with mo-
tivations of serviceableness and loving association - patterns
such as will establish that millenial civilization, that Golden Age
so long foretold by prophets and poets.

We have no choice. Today the mandate is: Spriitualize or
perish. ’

History on the planet now reaches its climactic stage, de-
stined for it since man began his ape-like development by rising
on two feet and using his hands for tool making.

The climax of this destined development is not his attainment
of intellectual powers, but his ultimation into man of full spirit-
ual heights! What a glorious cosmic privilege to in any way aid
in this spiritual transformation of humanity!

The historic course that has led up to this planetary crisis we
shall unfold in this book. The call to action for spiritualization
we shall proclaim. The glorious cosmic values that will empower
the spiritualized man of the future we shall joyously set forth.

May this book bring inspiration and spiritual direction to all
who are ready to dedicate their lives to this transcendent goal,
the universal spiritualization of mankind.

This book is dedicated to all humanity. May our prayers
and blessings go to all readers, flowing out to those who find
in this book an appealing call to action for deepening the spirit-
ual life of man.

COPYRIGIIT, 1977, BY STANWOOD COBB

printing by

WARING PRESS INC.
Gaithersburg, Maryland

Develop Your Spiritual Powers will be
mailed on receipt of price $3.95 plus
25 cents postage.
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Chapter |
OUR PLANEFTARY DESTINY

Life on this planet has definitely been devised to move in
three stages, and doubtless it so moves in every planet in the
universe. The [lirst stage is the complete fulfillment of man’s
physical reality. This occurred here about 50,000 B. C. Skeletal
remains found in East Africa proved that by this time man had
reached his complete physical development, - his brain being,
for the first time the size it is today. So he was called from then
on Homo Sapiens, “man the thinker.”

But man had not yet begun really to think. He was to remain
a food-finder and food-hunter tor many thousands of years to
come, until the dawning of the so called Agricultural Age which
began about 10,000 B. C. in the valleys of the Nile and the
Tigris and the Euphrates.

Now for the first time man started, to raise his own food. He
planted wild grains that he had hitherto been gathering in the
mountainsides — wheat, ryc and barley -- and nourished them
into better development, at the same time settling down in
villages for this purpose. Now for the first time civilization
became possible. No civilization could ever have arisen among
nomadic peoples. The settling into agricultural life, entailing also

" the domestication of animals, provided the necessary ground-

work for the rise of civilization.

Now, grest citics began to arise on the banks of the Nile and
of the Tigris and the Euphrates. Ample food was raised. Enough
was raised to support various vocations such as carpentry, mason-
ry, metallurgy, priesthood, and scribes to manage the writing.
Now great edifices arose; - temples, palaces and pyramids. By
2,500 B. C. life in these citics in Egypt and Mesopotania was
almost as advanced in culture as life in Europe up to 1700 A. D.
The plow had been invented and the wheel, camels tamed for the
desert traffic. The art of weaving produced delicate fabrics for
clothing and for rugs and tapestries. The art of writing was cre-
ated, enabling man to record his progress from year to year. Man
had time to think and ponder over existence.
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But strangely enough, with (his urban civilization evil bepan 1o
arise in 4 way that was not possible in the simple village lile.
Village life is extremely interesting to ponder on. In the first
place, it is almost completely self-sufficing. Secondly. there is
an extraordinary unification in the life of all its members. Further-
more, work in the fields from sunrisc to sunset leaves little time
for any mischief. And last of all, life is so intimate that every-
thing done by each individual is known to all others.

But in the city, things are different. There arc myriad opport-
unities for wrong-doing, and myriad temptations to do wrong.
For the first time, wealth was stored up in the form of coins
and jewelry. What had there been to steal in the village? No-
thing of any value. But in the city things were quite different.
The stored up wealth tempted to robbery in a way that had
never existed before. Other temptations existed. And now crime
arose for the first time in history.

It may be stated here that crime is still largely urbanized.

Man then had no directives for proper behavior, - that is to
say, no cosmic directives. Fvil arose in these cities to such an ex-
tent that their very names became synonyms for evil, - Sodom
and Gomorrah, Nineveh, Babylon, and Rome.

There was great need, therefore, for Destiny to lay down for
this rapidly developing humanity cosmic standards of behavior.
This happened in the sixth century B. C., when there occurred

a burst of religious foundations over the whole known planet.

The British historian Arnold Toynbec statcs that many his-
torians consider this the axis of our planctary history. For now
prophets appeared in various countries, bringing revelations to
mankind of how he was expected to live on this planct. Zoroaster
arose in Persia, Buddha in India, Lao-tse and Confusius in China.
In Greece Pythagoras and others were evolving the nature of
the universe correctly, arriving at the atomic theory. They also
arrived at the concept that the universe was orderly and they
pave it the name COSMOS, which means “an orderly universe,”

In lsracl. the minor prophets - Amos, Hosea. Isaiah, - were re-

volutionizing the concept of God, their war-god Yahveh, into the
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Iather God “*who  piticth mankind as a father piticth- his child-
ren.” Later came Chirst, and then Mohammed. So that by the

beginning of this century practically all the world had become
religionized.

But there is a great difference between religiosity and spirit-
ulality. The fact that the world by 1900 A. D. was at least ninety-
flvc per cent religionized does not imply, by any means, that
it was ninety-five per cent spiritualized. Far from that! In the
course of our pondering over this situation we have put before
audiences all over this country this question: How far would
you consider humanity to have reached spiritualization in 1900?

Answers given from individuals and groups have 'never Sur-
passed the statement of the measurement of five per cent of
humanity as being spiritualized in 1900. Most thus questioned
put the figure at around two per cent. Certainly it is safe to as-
sume that not more than five per cent of humanity had attained
to spiritual development by 1900,

Why is it that whereas mankind had attained almost complete

" religious development by 1900, it had attained practically no

spirit-ua] development?Tudor-pole, an English mystic, has stated
“Christ came to spiritualize mankind, but mankind was not to be
ready for such development for two thousand more years.

Let us look into this statement o see if we can discover Why
maflkind was not ready at the time of Christ for universal spirit-
ualization. In the first place, man was ninety per cent illiterate
at that time. And if the Word of God is the food of the soul
how could mankind feed the soul? The Bible, as written wa;
published in Latin, available only for intellectuals. And thc; first
man, Wycliffe, who ventured to translate the Bible into English
for the common people was burned alive at the stake. Secondly,

man .was cruder and more violent then than he is now in his
emotional life.
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Can we therefore assume that man has developed a higher

sensitivity today, and thus is more ready for spiritual develop-

ment? We will assume that this latter statement is true. For
people no longer go to witness executions as a form of pleasure.
Women no longer go to gladiatorial combats and shout; “Kill:
Kill:” when they disfavor a gladiator that has fallen to the
ground,

Humanity has been ready to evolve religiously and has done so
universally, But humanity has not been ready, until now, to
undertake its spiritual development seriously and universally.
In the past it has accepted the ideal standards of behavior laid
down by religion and has faithfully performed its rituals. Men
were ready to fight for their Lord in the crusades. But they were
not ready to develop and express the gentleness, humility and
love-nature of their Exemplar.

Spiritualization is a far more cosmic type of development
than organizational dedication to religion. Organizational ded-
ication is aroused and increased by group enthusiasms, but spirit-
ualization is mainly an individual process. Spiritualization re-
quires a solitude that is undisturbed and unwarped by the human
frailtics that arc apt to arise in group efforts and enthusiams.
To be alone with one’s God is the preconditioned requirement
for spiritual growth.

Someone asked ‘Abdu’l-Baha, head of the Baha'i Faith:
“How can I become more spiritual?

He answered: “First you must want to, then read the Word,
pray and meditate.”” He has also stated that the West must
aquire some of the spiritual habits of the East, while the East
must aquire the practical ability of the West. This country is
in great need of learning how to practice that solitude, that re-
cession from activity through which alone spiritual development
takes place.

In the mind of the American man at any given moment is
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the thought: “What shall T do next?™ I he was answered: “Do
nothing.”™ he would be very far from comprehending the spirit-
wal philosophy ol this statement, The Cosmic Spirit has no con-
demnation for this practical and creative activity of the Occident.
but there is needed also the ablility to c¢ease from action in such
a way as to enrich the soul.

We have said that humanity is now ready to begin the spirii-
ual climb. The truth of this statement is discernible on every
hand. Spiritual movements are arising, many of them coming
from the East, that are enlisting the enthusiasm and devotion of
many groups in this country, particularly the youth. The amazing
success of Transcendental Meditation is evidence of this. It
has been welcomed by Americans, partly as a heli) for spiritual
development but chiefly as a psychological means of reducing
tension. Now for the first time the American man is learning
the value of “doing nothing.”

Many other movements are enlisting followers, particularly
among the youths of this country. Among them we may mention
the Hari Krishna followers, the Zen Buddhists, Yoga followers,
Sun Myung Moon, and others working within the field of Christ-
ianity; We shall describe these movements in a later chapter.

“Science has failed to give its votaries a moral or ethical

 code. It has sought to increase mental capacity and improve

mental quality, but it has failed to recognize that as the mind

‘becomes greater it also becomes more dangerous, unless attended

by corresponding moral and ethical growth. — That culture is
not sufficient which merely confers upon man a superior mental
equipment; it is also vitally necessary that the qualities of the
soul be imfolded. The soul is something the intellect can not
bestow.””*

*Manly P. Hall, “The Culture of the Mind.”
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Chapter 1
SPIRITUALITY AS THE GOAL OF RELIGIONS

The life of S$t. Paul exemplifies to an extraordinary degree the
transition from religiousness, as such, to spirituality. His life
partook of both these elements to an extraordinary degree.
As a devout Pharisee, the strictest of all Jewish sects, he had been
fulfilling all the demands of a religious life as he realized it; but
in doing so he had hunted down Christians and led them to their
death. His miraculous conversion on the way to Damascus caused
him to change all his plans, and to seek for two years the solitude
of the desert.

There we can visualized him for many months striving to atone
for this cruel action which had previously seemed to him the
acme of religious life, but which now seemed to him antagon-
istic to true religion such as is intended to bring about man’s
spiritualization. The second year of his hermitage was devoted to
a subject which was new to him, as it was new to the whole
world of the Occident.— The consideration that the ultimate of
all true religion is to bring about a spiritual state of man. Here he
forged out that doctrine which was later known as Paulinism,
and which was to become the prevalent form of Christianity
from then on.

When therefore, Paul began his mission of work among the
Gentiles he had already formulated within his own soul the
doctrine that religion without spirituality is lacking in perfection;
and that such a religion may even violate the chief principle of
the spiritual life, the principle of love.

St. Paul had been endowed with a splended mind and provided
from childhood with the best training a wealthy home could
afford, both in Judaism and in Hellenism. Thus he was-endowed
with an extraordinary ability for pioneering among the Gentiles.

The pattern that he had worked out and now presented to
thoughtful Gentiles was that salvation from an animalistic state is
not to be achieved merely by religious formula, or even by a
splended morality: that is is the destiny of the soul to rise out of
its earthly condition and reach a more perfect spiritual state,

Spirttuality as the Goul of Relipions

by something far difTferent from cither ritual or morality.

What is Lhis state, this spiritual state, which Paul undertook
to train within all his converts to Christianity? It is very hard
to define spirituality, becuase it is experiential and not doctrinal.
A doctrine can ‘be stated and explained. But spirituality has to
be experienced. And this is an experience that grows and grows,
just as a tree grows in order to bear perfect fruit.

To put it in a word, spirituality is a condition of close loving
relationship with that Divine Power which gave us birth; a rela-
tionship that changes our lives, lifting us from an animalistic’
condition toward a heavenly state of perfection. St. Paul called .
it a second birth, How is this to be achieved? St; Paul taught
his followers that it is to be achicved in the same way that his
own miraculous change of life was achieved, by not only accept-
ance of the spiritual teachings of Christ, but by the daily seeking
of loosening one’s self from the ego-tentacles of matter to soar
in the imperium of Cosmic love, through devotion to and absorp-
tion of the all-powering love of Christ.

St. Paul knew how to freshen his spiritual life daily, a process
which he has stated in one of his epistles: “Oh Christ, I die unto
myself daily in order that I may live in thee.”

Hinduism attained to this perception at about the very same

- time St. Paul attained it, through the Bhagavad-Gita, which in

Hinduism became the foundation of Bhakti Yoga—the religion of
devotion. Thus both in the East and the West mankind was given
instruction as to how to begin the spiritual climb.

St. Paul did much more than teach the Gentile these noble
principles of life. He trained them as a stern schoolmaster of the
spirit. He watched their every turn, He schooled them out of
careless behavior that nullified the spirit. And he gradually fash-
ioned them into a very different type of being from even the best
and worthjest of pagan folk.

Gradually these Christian Communities under the training of
Paul became marvelous centers of spiritual life; where Cosmijc
Love was the normal expression and where all lived together
in a warm spiritual fellowship.
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But never again was spirituality to exist in such a high degree
in the Christian world as during these first three centuries. There
were several reasons for this. In the first place, it was a selective
process which brought Gentiles into Christiandom. Those who
became converts in these centuries were individuals with unusual
spiritual sensitivity and proclivity. Secondly, they were thorough-
ly trained by St. Paul and by subsequent leaders in the process
of separating themselves from paganism both by belief and
by practice in this new spiritual mode of life. Thirdly, they were
weeded out by persecution. ; i

Never again was Christianity to be so prevailingly spiritual as
in these first three centuries. This spiritual power in the Christ-
ians was contagious. To the pagan mentality is seemed almost
miraculous.

For example, the story is told of how a slave girl in a wealthy
Roman family returned only Cosmic Love for the injury another
slave gave her. This amazed her mistress, the charming daughter
of the household. “Why don’t you get éven with her?”, she
asked the slave. This gave an unusual opportunity for this slave to
introduce to her pagan mistress the spiritual basis of her new
religion; and how it required love at all points, even as a return
for injury. Her mistress, gradually learning more definitely of
the Christian teachings became a Christian herself, and she was
finally the means of inducting her whole family into the Christ-
ian fold.

That was how Christianity spread throughout the Roman
Empire. By the time of Constantine it was estimated that Christ-
ians constituted ten per cent of the population and were spread
everywhere throughout the empire, including Gaul. *

Constantine, ruling in the early part of the fourth century, had
contacted Christianity through his mother who was a Christian.
While he did not outwardly become a Christian until his baptism
on his death bed, he greatly favored the Christians. He helped
to build churches, called the council of Nice, and put Christ-

Seanitwtdity as the Goal o Relipions

uns in important positions in the government. For he found
Christians (o have more intergrity and dependability than any
other people. Strangely enough Christianity proceeded in win-
ning over the Roman government to such an extent that in 378
A. D. Theodosius officially made Christianity state religion of
the whole Roman Empire.

*After the death of the last Roman emperor in 482 A. D,, when the western part
of the Roman government fell before the ravages of the Goths, the Christian com-
munities became the only source of law and order and the Goths, who were already

. largely Christianized, accepted this Christian regimentation. But this very success

proved ruinous in so far as a universal infusion of spirituality was concerned, No
one woke up the next morning a hetter person because of this imperial edict.

Such wholesale conversions increased the number of Christians in the world, but
greatly decreased the percentage of spirituality within them. When Clovis I, King of
the Franks, around 500 A. D. decided to make his whole tribe Christians, he decided
upon a novel way of doing this by having the whole tribe march through a shallow
stream, being baptized by priests as they marched through. Did they come out a
better people the other side?

St. Patrick, around the same period, in converting Ireland centered his efforts upon
the four kings. Once they were converted, they brought all of Ireland into the faith.
King Olaf of Norway, around 900 A. D,, brought his whole people into the Christian
faith.

It can thus be seen how it came about, from this reason as well as for other reasons,
that by 1900 the world was almost completely religionized but very little spiritualized.
Never again were Christians to be as uniformly spiritual as they had been in the first
three centuries. A careful study of their wonderful communal life at that time—the
love, the joy, the serviceableness that characterized their lives—can convey to us some
hint of what life will be like all over this world when mankind reaches its final destined
development of spirituality.




Chapter HI

WHAT IS SPIRITUALITY?

One can define various religions by their claims, their creeds,
their rituals. But one cannot define spirituality in this way.
Spirituality is difficult to define, for it is not creedal but ex-
periential. To those who have had no spiritual awakening and ex-
perience, no words can make spirituality adequately clear.

Imagine a young lady of eighteen who was for the first time
falling in love, trying to describe romantic sex love to her little
sister of seven. “ Tell me all about it, what makes you so hap-
py?”, she asks. No words could suffice in answer, because the
little girl of seven had not yet arrived at the potential for such
love,

In the same way, spirituality cannot be comprehensibly
described to one who has never undergone any spiritual ex-
perience. Just so, the airplane, the television, the atomic power
could no be comprehensibly described to primative peoples.

However, since it is now necessary to define our terms, we
must undertake in this chapter to describe the spiritual state
and the ways of obtaining it. Not trusting to our own capacity
for this, we shall call on others to aid and enrich our insuf-
ficiency by their own attempts at a definition of spirituality,
None of these definitions, however, nor all of them together,
can yield a sufficient picture of spirituality. Splendid as these
descriptions may be, none of them nor even their combined
force—can adequately picture that connection of man with the
Creative Force of the universe which we term spirituality, For
however far these spiritual explorations of the Cosmos may pro-
gress, there will still be more infinite reaches of spiritual exist
ence for humans to explore.

But in spite of the essential limitations of our task and asking
the reader to excuse our deficiencies-we shall now undertake
our own description of spirituality. This will be followed by the
glowing and profound descriptions of others who have ventured
out upon the Ocean of Existence, not so much in order to ex-
plore its Nature as to be benefited individually by its Light,
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its Warmiih, its Loving Power. :

Revealed religions in the past have lifted the burden of think-
ing spiritually from the masses, who had only to accept and obey
and practive certain rites. But now man has developed sufficient-
ly on the planet to begin a definite and conscious quest for spirit-
ual development. And the individual must now take upon him-
sell the full responsibility for spiritual growth. He can no longer
rely upon a priesthood. Religiosity has been a mass phenomenon
and process with the aid of a priesthood. Spirituality is an in-
dividual process.

“Our spiritual perception and our inner sight must be awaken-
ed,” said ‘Abdu’l-Baha, “so that the signs and traces of God’s
Spirit can be seen in every thiing, for everything can reflect the
light of the Spirit.”

We are no longer in an era when religiosity is sufficient,
spiritual development is now expected of everyone. We must
develop to the point where we can invision the invisible.

“And then with a new eye thou wilt see in every atom open-
ings unto the attainment of the station of absolute knowledge,
certain truth and evident light. And thou wilt perceive in all
things traces of the Horizon of Eternity.” Thus spoke Baha'u’-
Hah over a hundred years ago, Who conceived that it was His
mission to universalize spirituality, ““ I came in order that man-
kind might be regenerated.” Amongst His prayers is one in which
He says “Oh God, I beseech Thee to endow every soul with the
ornament of Thy love so that none may remain on Thy earth
who have not turned unto Thee.”*

This reminds us of the dedication of Amitabha Buddha, who
refused to enjoy Nirvana as long as there remained on earth one
unredeemed soul.

2

The revelators of religion have all come to help man rise
above his animalistic inclinations. Without these divine mes-

*Baha Scriptures
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sengers such as transformation could not take place. St. Paul’s
whole spiritual psychology was based on this differentiation be-
tween what he called “carnal man™ and “spiritual man.” He set
in force a system of training which eventuated, as has already
been described, into a type of Christian life that for a few cen-
turies was more spiritual than life had ever been before or has
ever been again on this planet.

And today ‘Adbu’l-Baha, leader of the Baha Faith says:
“The Manifestations of God come into the world in order to
effect the disappearance of the physical, the animal aspect of
man, so that his spiritual place may become manifest and his
God-like aspect may become paramount and all the potential
within him may come to life. They deliver man from the world
of nature.

“Man is selfish by nature. The Manifestations cause him
to be severed from self. Men are haughty. The Manifestations
cause him to become meek and loving. Men are earthly. The
Manifestations cause them to become heavenly. They are ma-
terial. The Manifestations cause them to become divine. They
are immature children. The manifestations cause them to de-
velop into maturity.

“Were it not for the coming of these Manifestations of God,
all men would be found on the plane of the animal.

“Today the greatest need of the world is the animating,
unifying presence of the Holy Spirit. Until it becomes effective,
penetrating and interpenetrating hearts and spirits, and until
perfect, reasoning faith shall be implanted in the minds of men,
it will be impossible for the social body to be inspired with
security and confidence. Nay, on the contrary, enmity and strife
will increase day by day and the differences and divergences of
nations will be woefully augmented.

“Therefore we must strive in order that the power of the
Holy Spirit may become effective throughout the world of
mankind, that it may confer a new quickening life upon the
body-politic of the nations and peoples and that all may be
guided to the protection and shelter of the Word of God. Then

12

T

What is Spivituality?

this human world will become angelic, carthly darkness pass
away and celestial illumination flood the horizons, human
defects be effaced and divine virtues become resplendent. This
is possible and real but only through the power of the Holy
Spirit."””* ' '

3

To return to our search for an adequate definition of spirit-
uality, we cannot do better than to quote from Plotinus, the
Greet Spiritual Philosopher who exercised a great influence on
early Christianity. “The soul feels its kinship with some vaster
Soul, some Cosmic Creative Life and Power. And in the perfect-
ion of this thought it aspires to join again that supreme Spiritual
Reality from which it came. The more developed a soul is, the
more persistently it seeks its Divine Source. It will find the ladder
down which it came and climb back to its God.

“Let the soul, then, purify itself, let it desire the Unseen Es-
sence passionately, let it lose the world in meditation. And sud-
denly, when all the noise of the senses is stilled and matter ceases
to pound on the gates of the mind, the soul will feel itself
absorbed in the Ocean of Being, the Spiritual and Final Reality.”

Walt Whitman in his later years attained to a spiritual height
which has been described as ‘“‘cosmic consciousness.”” It has not
been realized enough, in regard to his life, how completely his
loving devoted service to wounded soldiers of the Civil War
affected his spiritual development. Many of these soldiers died
in his arms. The psychic strain of this service affected his health
for the rest of his life. But he was rewarded with a new spirit-
ual insight into existence which characterized all of his later
work. We quote one of his most spiritual poems:

“Ah more than any priest, O Soul, we too believe in God.
Bear me indeed as through the regions infinite,
Whose air | breathe, whose ripples hear, lave me all over,

*Bahai Scriptures
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Bathe me, O God, in thee, mounting to Thee,
I and my soul to range in range of Thee,

O Thou Transcendent,

Nameless, the fibre and the breath,

Light of the light, shedding forth universes,
Thou centre of them,

Thou mightier centre of the true, the good,
the loving,

‘Thou pulse—Thou motive of the stars, suns,
systems,—

How should I think, how breathe a single breath,
how speak, if out of myself,

I could not launch, to those superior universes.”

May we at this point take the liberty of quoting from a poem
of our own:

The Mystery of Life
He who would penetrate the mystery of life—
Must penetrate behind the veil
That matter hangs before our eyes
To curtain off Reality;
Must first acquire new powers of sight,
Gain other eyes to see
That matter is but spirit in disquise.

Let’s realize that we are a part—

A struggling, still evolving part—

Of a stupendous Stream of Life

That flows through all Eternity.

And in this realm, Spirit-ruled,

What is the role that man must play?
Let’s leave the laboratories for a while—
Leave lens and scalpel to the scientists—
And venture into new-dimensional fields
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Uncexplored by footrule or by telescope.

Lels realize, with our inner sight,

We stand upon the threshold of a magic age,
The dawn of a New Day

When all humanity will find its way to God.

As the soul draws near to its creator, in loving surrender, it
finds itself endowed with an infinite resoursefulness due to its
creative connection with its Source, This matter will be discussed
more fully in a subsequent chapter, But we quote here from the
great mystic Jacob Boehme a striking treatment of how man as
an individual can be empowered from the Infinite and Absolute:

“Therefore, O eternal Spirit of Wisdom and Love, Thou art
the Fountain, and I am the stream that leads or carties Thee
forth into expression. '

“Thou art the sun, and I am the ray that goes forth from Thee.

“Thou are the Father and Mother, while I am the child, or
Father and Mother in expression.

“All that is in Thee is also in me, for there is nothing of me
except Thee.
© “Therefore I have nothing to do, for Thou doest it all. I am
nothing, for Thou art all. There is no existence for me, for Thou
only dost exist.

“Then, if I am conscious, I must be conscious in Thy con-
sciousness. If I love, T must be expressing from the Fountain
of Thy Love. If I am Wisdom, it is Thy Wisdom.

“All there is of me is Thyself. And since Thou art eternal,
and the only existence, Thou wilt never cease to be, and I need
never worry or fear for aught that is or is to come, for there
is no one but Thee to direct or do things. This then lets me
rest in Thy Peace, act in Thy Action, love in Thy Love, be wise
in Thy Wisdom.”
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Many people are not able easily to discover this metaphysical
quality of spirituality. Mankind is still young on the planet, not
yet fully developed. Many people, probably the majority of
pecople, will find it easier to come close to God in the beauty and
power of Nature than in metaphysical speculation. Down
through the ages human-beings have come close to God by living
closely with Nature. Many of the beautiful Psalms—a subsequent
consolation and spiritual inspiration to millions of people—
were composed in the midst of nature.

Lao-Tze constructed his whole spiritual teaching, as set forth
in the Tao Te King, upon the marvelous perfection and harmony
visible in all creation. To attain to this celestial harmony of living
was for the human being the acme of perfection. These teachings
and the inspiration of subsequent Chinese spiritual thought,
have been an important factor in causing the Chinese to be the
most peaceful nation in history: and also as a consequence of
this the longest lived nation in history, with the exception of
the Egyptians who also owed their national longevity to their
avoidance of warfare.

Both of these nations were protected from attack by natural
boundaries. In China:—in the south and the southwest it was
the Himalayas, in the west the Gobi desert. The area still open to
attack not by huge standing armies but in the northwest they
helped to make impregnable by the Great Wall. As for their
long coastland, they protected that by allowing no ships of
foreign countries to enter their harbors.

The Hindu religion is based upon the forest meditations of
the authors of the Upanishads, which occurred around 700 B. C.
Retiring into the forest after their family needs were all met,
these searchers of the Spirit found it in the midst of Nature.
Here they felt a onencss with the Universal Creative Force.
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This sense of relationstp with (he Divine: Being was (o sub-
sequently underlic all Hindu spiritual thought.

As a matter of Tact, all the ancient world religions grew up
around  personification of natural phenomena. In the Greek
pantheon Apollo—brightly shining—was the god of the sun.
Poscidon—dripping wet—was the god of the sea. And so every
function of nature had its tutelary deity. Some were resorted
to in planting in the spring; and another set of deities for reaping
in the fall; and there were the household gods protecting the
home. Over and above all was Zeus, whose role was hurling
thunderbolts to stop injustice.

In America the Indians evolved a very adequate religion
centering around the Great Spirit. They too had their special
deities for all occurrences of nature. They quaintly apologized
to the animals which they shot in hunting for having to kiil
them for the sake of food. The antelopes prancing livelily
over the prairies, what a shame to have to put an end to this
vital life. Therefor they made a formal apology to the animal
before having to kill it.

To come down to modern times, Ralph Waldo Emerson
was the great apostle, for the modern age, of the divinity of
nature. Every moming he walked for some hours in the woods

. adjoining his small farm, and upon retumning wrote down the

thoughts that had come to him, When he needed to give a lecture
he composed it from excerpts from these notes. His doctrine
of Transcendentalism, which deeply affected New England
thought, was a result of this closeness to Nature.

The hectic and unspiritual quality of modern life in this
country is probably due in large measure to its over urbanization.
How can one feel close to God on Broadway in New York City,
or on any other city avenue where the hectic life of today
streams from dawn to dusk. Spiritualization of humanity will
require more life in the midst of Nature,

For the sake of those who find it impossible to frequent the
countryside, it can be stated that through meditation one may
establish the “countryside” within oneself. This is one of the
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teachings of Silva Mind Control, a vital tcaching in this day when
life is so necessarily almost completely urbanized.

Every time we drive past an immense grouping of apartment

houses grouped around tiny parking lots, we abhor such a de-
secration of nature. How are any of the thousands living in such a
complex going to view the beauties of Nature in their daily liv-
ing? This urbanization has many evils connected with it, among
which is the spiritual evil ol depriving people of their birthright,
Nature in all its beauty. No wonder youth are flocking to agri-
cultural communes.

High in quality among all writings that realize the Divine in
- nature are the journals of Amiel. A citizen of Geneva in the past
century, he confided his spiritual thoughts to his “Journal
Intime.” Perhaps no other book is so permeated with the search
for the Divine at every hand, and especially in Nature, as is
“Amiel’s Journal”—from which we quote the following: “Will
they ever return to me, those grandiose, immortal, cosmogonic
dreams, in which one seems to carry the world in one’s breast,
to touch the stars, to passess the infinite? Divine moments, hours
of ecstasy, when thought flies from world to world, penetrates
the great enigma, breathes with a respiration large, tranquil, and
profound, like that of the ocean, and hovers serene and bound-
less like the blue heaven! Visits from the muse, Urania, who
traces around the foreheads of those she loves the phosphores-
cent nimbus of contemplative power, and who pours into their
hearts the tranquil intoxication, if not the authority of genius,
moments of irresistible intuition in which a man feels himself
great like the universe and calm like a god! From the celestial
spheres down to the shell ar the moss, the whole of creation
is then submitted to our gaze, lives in our breast, and accom-
plishes in us its eternal work with the regularity of destiny
and the passionate ardor of love, What hours, what memories!
The traces which remain to us of them are enough to fill us with
respect and enthusiasm, as though they had been visits of the
Holy Spirit. And then, to fall back again from these heights
with their boundless horizons into the muddy ruts of triviality!
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what a fall! _ .

“The most beautiful poem there is, is life—life which dis-
cerns its own story in the making, in which inspiration and self-
consciousness go together and help each other, life which knows
itsclf to be the world in little, a repetition in miniature of the
divine universal poem. Yes, be man; that is to say, be nature,
be spirit, be the image of God, be what is greatest, most beaut-
iful, most lofty in all the spheres of being, be infinite will and
idea, a reproduction of the great whole. And be everything
while being nothing, effacing thyself, letting God enter into thee
as the air enters an empty space, reducing the ego to the mere
vessel which contains the divine essence. Be humble, devout,
silent, that so thou mayest hear within the depths of thyself
the subtic and profound voice; be spiritual and pure, that so
thou mayest have communion with the pure spirit.”

In terminating this chapter may we present to the reader a
poem of our own, “I Can’t See God”, which has helped many
people,

I can’t see God,

He is beyond my ken!

But yet I can envision Him

In many things around me.

I can see Him in the flowers of spring,

In sprays of apple blossoms,

And in the rapt hearts of roses.

I can see God in the lilting flight of birds
And hear Him in their joyous songs.

I can see Him in the foliage

That gently flutters in the summer breeze.
I can see Him in the azure sky

Softly fleeced with floating clouds.

And I can see Him best in fellow men—

Men of intergrity and solid worth;
Men of splendidly creative minds,
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of noble hearts and dedicated souls.
In women whose gracious sympathy,
Like sunshine, warms the path of life,

And coaxes growth in children as in flowers.

And I can see Him in the little child

“Who constantly beholds our Father’s face”
The child, who comes from Heaven
“Trailing clouds of glory as he comes.”
Here in the child I perceive divine qualities
Of freshness and of spontaneity;

Swift powers of creativeness;

A cosmic love which is outflowing

Without the limitations of design,

Or any boundaries.

I can not here see God.

But I can see so many lovely things on earth
Which speak to me of God,

That I can feel I know Him intimately.
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Chapter 1V

WORLDWIDE SPIRITUAL ACFIVITES
OF THE TWLENTIETH CENTURY

At the end of the First World War, in the midst of the con-
fusion and materialism of the period of the great depression,
Greorge Vaughan, a lawyer, undertook the extraordinary enter-
prisc of getting hundreds of world leaders to comment on whether
there was a rising tide of spiritual belief and effort as reaction
to the world’s difficulties. In this remarkable book, he gave
evidence of worldwide belief that interest in spiritual ideas was
invading our plentary thought. .

Looking back to the beginning of the century, we can trace
the religious history of the planet from a point of normal and
universal affiliation and activity with the church to the mid-
century period of creeping unbeliefs and discontinuities in re-
gard to religion, Today the youth do not find a complete answer
to their spiritual needs in the church. Perhaps the chief reason
for this is because the church gives to them religiosity rather
than spirituality. At any rate, youth is earnestly seeking clues to
the problems of life, and they are seeking these clues elsewhere
than in the church. They are even secking to escape “‘the rat

_race” by living in agricultural communes over the country.

When we were in college at the turn of the century, the
tdeal presented to youth was to “make good.” This meant to
achieve material success. Now almost miraculously, there is a
complete turning away from this materialistic attitude, to a
search for more ideal guides to life in daily living.

An English mystic, Tudor-Pole, half a century ago, made this
remarkable statement about the rise of spiritual energy through-
out the planet: “There are those in our midst who, looking up
into the hills, can perceive a new wave of cosmic energy grad-
ually approaching human levels — a remarkable, tremendous
new wave of spiritual life and light, a new wave of power into
human life available for us as individuals, as communities, as

nations, to use for human betterment.”
Thus, a great mystic expresses in a nut shell the whole situa-
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tion facing our planetary life at this cpoch. Destiny calls upon
all humanity to spiritualize itself, and many movements are
arising in answer to this call, movements both within Christ-
ianity and from other areas of spiritual life.

2

Formost among the movements within Christianity itself
has been the International Christian Leadership Group, founded
by Abram Vereide, a movement of which the author has made
a study through his intimate friendship with the founder.

Abram Vereide was born in Norway, the child of a manager
of a large estate. He was rather tempersome as a boy. One day
when he let loose with such an explosion at the age of seven,
his father — then a widower — said: “You naughty boy, go and
ask God to forgive you and make you better.”

Abram rushed into the forest, threw himself on the ground,
and prayed to God to make him a better boy.

At this point Abram had some sort of a vision of God, a vision
which he ran home to communicate to his father. His father,
then reading the daily paper, attached little importance to his
son’s words. But from his evangelistic experience, there dev-
eloped a mystic power in Abram which brought into his new
field of spirituality several brothers and sisters and several of his
school mates.

The time came when he left Norway, due to failure of the
estate his father managed, and came to America at the age of
seventeen. After two years of meandering, he found himself
in Milwaukee one day with only ten cents to his name. He
thought: Shall I spend this for bread and milk at some restaurant,
or for a ride to the park where I can sit and pray and meditate.?

He chose the latter. And as he was sitting alone on a park
bench, a clergyman from Seattle came along and sat down beside
him. This clergyman must have been very spiritually intuitive.
He must have sensed this youth’s nced of help. He quizzed him
about his life and present situation; and realizing his deep spirit-
ual nature, he made him an astounding offer. “Come home and

22

Waonldwidhe Spinttuad Activities of the Twentieth Century
live with me and study for the ministry.™ .
This {eok place, and cventually Abram was not only licensed

for the ministry by this clergyman but married to his daughter.
As the years went by, he engaged in welfare work such as Good-
will Industries and trying to salvage alcoholics.

One night he woke up in the middle of the night with a
wonderful project dawning in his consciousness. Instead of
merely rescuing drunks from the gutter, he conceived the idea
of the spiritual institution he was destined to organize. An
institution which should spiritualize the nation’s leaders, and
eventually the leadership of the whole world, .

Fired by this vision, he came to Washington, D. C., alone and
as an unknown person. Yet in three months, working personally
with Congressmen and Senators, he brought to pass a national
prayer-breakfast dedicating the whole nation to God. This pray-
er-breakfast has become a permanent institution of the country,
being held every February,

But this annual prayer-breakfast was not the real work Vercide
wished to bring about. His real enterprise was to inaugurate all
over the country small prayer-breakfasts of twelve to fifteen
people of leadership everywhere who would breakfast at some
restaurant weekly, and be ready from eight to nine o’clock

+ to hold exercises that would intensify their spiritual life. Bible

readings, prayers and testimonials flowed out for an hour, the
purport of which was to raise people who were merely nominal
Christians into that higher realm of being which we call spirit-
uality.

All over the country Vereide founded these prayer-breakfasts
until his death in 1970. He realized that in order to improve the
world its leadership must be spiritualized. He realized that reli-
giousness was not enough. It is only the ground work upon which
to build a spiritualized character.

We came to know Dr. Vereide very intimately. We often had
lunch together at the Cosmos Club near which he lived. I adored
his deep spirituality and looked up to him as one who had
achieved a great spiritual nature such as fcw mortals possess.
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Norman Vincent Peale in his “Foundation for Christian
Living,” with over 500,000 members, conducts the most impor-
tant mass adventure into the world of spirit of any such move-
ment in America. With a firm foundation established for his
work by his pastorate of the Marble Collegiate Church, and by
the worldwide papularity of his “Power of Positive Thinking,”
Peale is reaching out all over the country to create a daily faith
in the Powers of Spirit and to direct this faith in positive and
true action.

Peale’s medium for this worldwide work is his little monthly
pocket pamphlet, “Creative Help for Daily Living.” by a clever
printing device, divisible into three or four weekly numbers,
most of which are composed of his weekly sermons.

Not only are these little weekly treatises helpful to spiritual
development, but “in toto” they represent & vast reservoir, over
the years, of well-evidenced spiritual phenomena. They have been
recording weekly, spiritual events in men’s lives, events within
his own cognizance. Some day the entire collection of these
little sermonettes will play an important part in proving beyond
all doubt the power of Spirit to affect favorably the life of man
upon this planet.

“Creative Help for Daily Living” is sent without charge to all
who rcqucst»it. Of course, one is glad to make a contribution
from time to time. Personally, this writer welcomes gladly the
monthly arrival of this “creative” help. 1t is possible that this
“free-of-charge” system brings in more funds to its exchequer
than if a specific sum were charged for its subscription.

We consider Peale to be the broadest in vision and the most
[ur-reaching of any American whose life is dedicated to helping
mankind evolve spiritually.™®

*Lonndation tor Christian Living, Pawling, New York, 12564,
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4

One ol the most remarkable worldwide spiritual movements
ol modern times is the work of Herbert W. Armstrong, a success-
fil businessman who changes the whole tenor of his life from the
law of “getting” to the law of “giving” when he founded the
“World Wide Church of God™ and “Plain Truth™ magazine in the
thirties. “Plain Truth” is a most penetrating and accurate month-
ly presentation of world affairs. We welcome its appearance each
month. Strangly enocugh, no subscription price is charged for this
excellent magazine. 1t is absolutely ““given away.” But, of course,
rcaders who enjoy and profit by its monthly issues send in con-
tributions to the work of the magazine and of the “World Wide
Church of Ged.” The mailing list of the magazine has jumped
from the original 5,000 to 200,000.

*The Plain Truth™ has for so long proclaimed, it will require
the intervention of almighty God and the imposing of his govern-
ment of love and outgoing concern to finally put an end to the
strife, trumoil, and confusion we find in the world today.

“The scope of Armstrong’s work is now worldwide. As a re-
sult, this enterprise new affects the lives of a hundred and fifty
miltlion people and more on all continents. Many thousands

,of lives have been changed - turned right side up - made more

successful_and happy.
“Mr. Armstrong.is now Founder, Chancellor and Chairman of

the Board of the Ambassador Colleges with the parent campus
in Pasadena, California, and a-second campus at Big Sandy.
Texas. He is also President and Pastor General of the Worldwide
Church of God, as well as Editor-in-chief of our periodicals.

“In the last several years Mr. Armstrong has had countless
state, leading educators and others. He has spoken at many

dinner meetings with large groups of leaders in nations all over
this world. These meetings have led to major public appearances
in a number of countries. Many more such events are being
planned.”*

*“Plain Truth®, Worldwide Church of God, Pasadena, California, 91123
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5

~ Marcus Bach, author of many books on phases of world re-
ligions, and professor in the School of Religions at fowa State
University, has been for some twenty ycars conducting his re-
ligious newsletter “Outreach,” publication of his Fellowship
for Spiritual Understanding. This spiritual news sheet explores
religious and spiritual progress and understanding all over the
world.

“Qutreach” has for years been in the forefront of spiritual
progress, reporting important movements in this field (with
great breadth of understanding). This little monthly publication
has given forefront support to such movements as acupuncture,
yoga, psychism, baptism of the Holy Spirit, Ecumenism, and
Inter-religious Understanding. Becuase of his  pre-cognitive
anticipation of trends and truths in the process of spiritual
understanding, Bach has been in the forefront reporter of many
spiritual movements, including the Baha’i World Faith.

He is now taking up the reporting of Holistic Healing, which
he defines as “the recognition that body, mind and spirit are
indivisible, that true healing and health are found in the harmon-
ious inter-relationship of this triad of body, mind and spirit,
and that this holism is the true secret of the total health of the
total person.”

We consider Bach’s “Fellowship of Spiritual Understanding,”
as set forth in “Outreach,” to be one of the significant express-
ions of what the title expresses, a universal fellowship with all the
world’s helpful spiritual movements. We shall discuss Holism
in our chapter on “Spiritual Healing.”*

*Copies of “Outreach® sent on request: Fellowship of Spiritual Understanding,
Iy, Box B16, Palo Verdes Estates, California 90274,

26

Waorldwihe Spintal Activitios o the Twenticth Century
f

Another organization, where people are receiving help in
linding their inner self where their spirituality dwells, is Silva
Mind Control *

Silva Mind Control, founded by Jose Silva in Laredo, Texas,
is an organization that tcaches the new science of Psychor-
icntology (Psyche Orientation) that helps man to develop control
of his own mind and use it to locate his superior mental per-
spective. It teaches man a scientific and controlled approach,
through meditation to the inner conscious levels of the brain.
Ditferent from other methods of meditation in that Silva teaches
individuals not only how to meditate and achieve their inner
kingdoms but how to use them creatively, as the Silva slogan
says: “For the betterment of mankind.” man can learn to com-
municate subjectively, develop his psychic senses and, while
acquiring proficiency to function at Alpha brain wave levels,
deep within, he can become resonant with a spiritual dimension,
the dimension for prayer.

Silva Mind Control teaches that Alpha is a spiritual dimension
where we can increase our 1. Q.. have better health, acquire
greater problem-solving potential and communicate with our
creator, our God - following his guidance, all is possible within
this inner dimension.

The “Summit Lighthouse™ is a rcmarkable weekly. sent also
without charge, upon request. It claims to be publications of
spiritual reachings coming from great Masters of the past. What-
ever is the actual case, the teachings themselves are spiritually
helpful, hence well worth reading from time to time. Their
general message is much the same as the message of this book,
a call to Spiritualization, with frequent statements of the tra-
gedies that will happen to the planct Earth if spiritualization
does not take place.™

# & ok

*Silva Mind Conrrol, 1110 Cedar Avenue, Laredo, Texas 78040,
*Summit Lighthouse, Box 7081, Masadena, California 91109,
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A soul completely dedicated to the spiritual awakening of the
world is that of Christopher Hills, Some years ago we became
intimately acquainted with him when he was on a lecture trip
to Washington. the purpose of which was to found a “World
Spiritual Center™ here.

1t secems that Hills had sold an art store belonging to him in
Jamaica and now was endevoring to found somehhere a world
spiritual center. He had selected Washington as his goal, and
it seemed as if his lectures here had brought success to his plan.
But after he left here the foundation faded away. Some years
fater he returned and again he thought he had found a group
to carry on his work. But again the support faded away.

The next time [ heard from Hills, he had succeeded in found-
ing a “World Center” in London. But now is is newly located
in the University of the Trees, in Boulder Creck, California.

We revere Hills as a man completely dedicated to the Spirit.
He lives for no other purposc. His ficld of spiritual operation
includes Hinduism as well as Christianity. Perhaps this broad
sprcad of thought is responsible for his lack of well-deserved
success up to date.™

7

This chapter would not be complete without an account ol
spiritual work and power of AA, which now has a functioning
membership of over 600.000. Its work is highly praiscworthy
for several reasons. chief among which is that it vividly exemp-
lifies. as does Zen Buddhism elsewhere described in this book.,
the power of Spirit to enter into human lives and perfect their
activitics. That is the whole purpose of this book - not fo call
for religious revival but to call for spiritualization as a practical
means. and in fact the only means, for perfecting life upon this

planet.

*(hristopher Hills, University of the Trees, Box 644, Boulder Creek, California

95006,
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[MTow doces AA function in sceking to attain its aim of sal-
vaging men and women who desperately desire to escape from
aleoholic enslavement? The peculiar situation here is that it
would turn away a large number of needy souls, some of whom
arc atheists and many of whom are non-religionists,

How then, can all these people be brought with full earnest
ness into a movement of reform that is fundamentally spiritual?
The procedure which gradually was established, with the aid of
such notable churchmen as Samuel M. Shoemaker, will now
be described. It is a fascinating procedure which combines the
utmost practicality with the furthest reach to and attainment of
spiritual power. #

The first of the dozen steps to be taken by the alcoholic do
not bring in religion. These steps are purely practical, based
on the alcoholic’s desperate wish for reform, this acquaintance
with a group, that once in as desperate need as he, have found
salvation from their former tragic existence. By attending AA
meetings, the newcomer is led to realize that many others, who
were in as desperate plight, as he, have been completely cured
and redeemed. v

How has this happened, he wonders. Constant attendance at
AA meetings both acquaints him with the necessary procedure
and builds up a firm faith that salvation from alcohol can be
attained. Once the desire is strongly awakened in the newcomer,
he is led from step to step in his reform, culminating, perhaps
unconsciously to him, in a spiritual awakening and improvement.

The interesting thing about AA is that the spiritualizing
change and support ultimately necessary for permanent cure
may not at first be realized as spiritual by the reformed alcoholic.
All he may realize is that there has taken place a fundamental
change in his attitude toward life, and in all his actions and re-
actions. The former egocentric drives which produced an unbal-
ance driving him to drink have been replaced by a harmonious
foving attitude which is fundamentally spititual in nature, though
the patient may not realize it. Even atheists are helped to find
this inner peace of the spirit, without the need of any direct
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attack on their irreligiosity. .
Dr. Shoemaker has this to say of AA: “I believe AA may

yet have a much wider effect upon the world of our day }han
it has already had, and may contribute greatly to the spiritual
awakening which is on the way, but which has come none too
soon. For the world of our time is not sitting pretty.”

It is as an important factor in the spiritual awakening of
progress of humanity that AA is given such attention in ‘th%s
book, not so much as a means of victory over alcohol as it is
a tremendous and inspiring example of what the power of Spirit
can accomplish in our practical everyday lives.

The whole purpose of this book is not to proclaim Spirit-
ualization as a means of escaping from this worldly life, but as
the ultimate and cosmic means of glorifying this daily life of ours
and raising it worldwide to a celestial level.

Not only are broad spiritual movements arising in this country.
They are also rising all over the world and we shall describe
here a few such movements.

Brother Mandus founded some years ago—in Blackpool,
England—his “World Healing Crusade.” He had been a busi11fsasjs-
man who had a nervous breakdown, and was healed by a spirit-
ual healer who told him that he himself had power to heal.
Brother Mandus from then on devoted his life to healing, taking
on a monastic pseudonym to more universalize his work. V\{e
lhave been in touch with him almost since the beginning of his
mission. Somehow his little monthly magazine, “The Crusader™,

[ound ity way to our door. N
This mapazine treats not only of healing, but also of spiritual

priecrples of living, -

W consider Brother Mandus to be one of the deepest spirit-
vl thiekers i the world today. We have for years been in touch
with b Iy conespondence; and we had the pleasure of meeting

Bt e gt e healing: preachment crusade he made in this
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countiy, We shall speak ol Brother Mandus again in relation to
liis system ol healing without charge or price - voluntary con-
tributions are his sole source of income. His work and influence
is worldwide,

“We do truly live and move and have our being in the Omni-
present Life, or Spirit, of God. It is a wondrous fact that while
this Life Strcam is part of our own being we still can only
progress in awareness to the degree our free will minds can em-
brace and recognize this truth.

“So the deep and cternal objective is increasingly to become
aware of our pre-destined partnership with the Lord of Crea-
tion—and with each other. We awaken to this stupendous reality
and its potentials in a progressive way and can help ecach other
to fulfillment.

“l do believe, completely, that the real solution to all the
world’s major problems, and most of our personal trials and
tribulations, can only be found through the realization and
practice of spiritual Laws.”*

Sri Aurobindo, India’s leading spiritual writer, in his last
book, “The mind of Light”published before his death in 1950,
scts forth briefly the broad outlines of his entire cosmic and tran-
scendent vision, He asserts that when the unification of spirit
and matter completely takes place, a new birth will occur which
will affect all life on this planet. With its opening up, he pro-
phesics, a new spiritual principle will operate on earth enabling
the entire Force of the Spirit fully to manifest in the material
world, thus creating a new evolutionary form, a new race of
beings in our midst—“The Life Divine”. Organic changes hither-
to unthought of are predicted for the human body. If man is
to progress, we are told, “a divine life in a divine body™ is the
way. Super-religious, Aurobindo’s teaching has been called the
most inspiring, most scientific, most daring, dynamic and pro-
gressive spiritual doctrine of the future yet to be propounded
by any man  the all-seeing higher reconciliation of human
differences and oppositions.

“Brother Mandus, “The Crusader”, World Healing Crusade,
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We consider Aurobindo to be the most deeply spiritual writer
of his period. He has invented a method of relaying spiritual
truth to us in such a way as to forestall all contradiction. It is
the very simple method of putting his statements in the form of
questions such as; “May it not be that-?" Or he will state it
as a probability; “Is it not possible that -?" No one can con-
tradict such a subtle presentation. Thus his ideas can get across
without being open to any contradiction. We recommend this
treatment of truth to other writers. It is a very winning way of
delving into the profundities of man’s spiritual life.

9

One of the most powerful spiritual movements in the world
today is in Japan, the Soka Gakkai. This movement reaches the
masses in Japan by its practical teachings, bringing spiritual pow-
er into daily life to fulfill the needs and wants of man and also
to bring about spiritual healing. At last count it had twenty mil-
lion members. and has become a power in the political life of
Japan. .

Soka Gakkai is a recrudescense of Japanese Buddhism which
had been very much suppressed when Shinto was the national
religion of Japan. After the last World War, MacAuthur, in
administrating affairs of Japan, abolished the national support of
Shinto and closed its temples as being a militaristic religion
responsible for Jalan’s war acts.

This opened the way for a recrudescence of Nichiren Bud-
hism had appealed mostly to intellectuals the Soka Gakkai
broadened its appeal, bringing the masses into a practical reli-
gion as Christian Science does here, promising them greater
health and wellfare. It has spread very rapidly in Japan, to the
point where it has become a political party. It is the fastest
growing religious body in the world, It is now organizing centers
in this country where it is obtaining a following. It presents
Buddhism as a spiritual teaching “which cnables the common
everyday man to overcome all the obsticles which may confront
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himv inan elffort to attain the happiness wlitch is naturally due
him and cvery human being.™ ‘

Like other spiritual movements, Soka Gakkai is invading
cspecially the college campuses. Its appeal to college students
is strong all over the world. Today “‘students around the nation
arc finding themselves absorbing a philosophy which is rapidly
converting attitudes of defeat and confusion into those of hope
and direction.” This spiritual movement now employs music as
a spiritual upliftment in many countries. Its concert programs are
carried on in the United States, South America, Europe and
Southeast Asia.

Another movement penetrating our collegé youth is a move-
ment of modern Sufiism, founded a generation ago by Inayet
Kahn. This movement, a revival of the deeply spiritual teachings
of the Sufi poets in Persia, has its headquarters in Switzerland.
Inayet’s books are deeply spiritual and penetrating, We rank him
next to Arobindo as a world teacher of the Spirit. He brings a
very important message in stating that a spiritually developed
person will recognize spirituality in others no matter what theri
religion. This universality of spirit has never been adequately
appreciated up to this time. Religions have caused differences
and barriers. There are many kinds of religions, and their are
many kinds of sects within religions. But there is only one kind
of spirituality, just as there is only one kind of romantic love
between the sexes, no matter in what country of the world.

For spirituality is not doctrinal. Tt is experiential. And it is
one and the same experience all over the world. There are no dif-
ferent kinds of spirituality. It allows of no creeds and no divi-
sions. And is not the monopoly of any one wolrd religion. Spirit-
uality has been achieved, and can be achieved, in any one of the
various world religions. And the worldwide development of spir-
ituality, which we are discussing in this book, will do much to
unite the world in an active and loving brotherhood.
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The fact that there are no separale doctrines lor spiril
will make it possible in the future for the study of spirit to be-
come a part of every school curriculum. We shall discuss this
in another chapter.

10

Of all the movements, worldwide to bring about the spirit-
ualization of man on this planct, the most significant and wide-
spread is the Baha’i World Faith. This Faith has recently been
invited to take part in the annual meeting of the World Congress
of Religions in Canterbury, England, ranged there as one of the
six world religions: Judaism, Buddhism, Hinduism, Christianity,
Istamic, and Baha’i. The Baha’i World Faith reached the United
States from Persia through the avenue of the Middle East at the
beginning of this century. ‘Abdu’l-Baha, son of the Founder
Prophet, came to the United States in 1912 where he lectured
to large audiences in churches and educational institutions form
coast to coast. .

We will let ‘Abdu’l-Baha describe the Buha’i Faith in his
own words: “The Baha'i Causc has become worldwide. In a short
space of time it has permeated throughout regions, for it has
a magnetic power which attracts all intelligent men and women
toward this center. These teachings are the spirit of this age.
The Baha’i Movement imparts life. It is the cause of love and
amity amongst mankind. It establishes communications between
nations and religions. It removes all antagonisms. When this
Cause is fully spread, warfare will be a thing of the past. uni-
versal peace will be realized, the oneness of humanity upon th-is
planet will be realized and religion and science will work hand in
hand. N

“The Baha’i Movement bestows upon man a new spirit, a new
light, a new motion. It enlarges the sphere of thought. IF illu-
mines the horizon of the intellect. It cxpands the arena of com-

prehension. ‘ o N
“This is the ultimate goal of human life. This is the brilliant
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pearl of Cosmic Consciousness, This is the shining star of human
destiny.”

The primary purpose of the Baha'i Faith is, through universal
spiritualization, to bring about world peace, unity and brother-
hood. It teaches the validity of all the world religions; and it
claims not to come in rivalry to the other religions but for the
sake of their fulfillment. This extensive spiritualization on the
planet can only bring about complete unity and develop mankind
into such an attitude of love and universal serviceableness as to
make life on this planet of that ideal quality forcast by Christ
in his vision of the kingdom of God on earth. Baha'u’llah,
Founder Prophet of the Baha'i World Faith—states “Is not the
object of every Revelation to effect a transformation in the
whole character of mankind, a transformation that shall manifest
itself, both outwardly and inwardly, that shall effect both
its inner life and external condition? For if the character of man-
kind be not changed, the futility of God’s universal Manifes-
tation would be apparent.”

The Baha’i Faith is the fastest growing world movement on
the planet. It has brought into its magic circle members of every
country, race and climate from the Eskimo to the Pygmy of
Central Africa, from the scholarly world of America to the abor-
iginal world of Australia.

In this country Baha'i makes a strong appeal to college youth.
Wherever three or more students exist in g coilege or university,
they organize into a Baha'i Ciub and hold regular meetings.

To these college youth questing for a more vital faith than
religiosity offers, the Baha'i Faith, with its decp spiritual life
and its plan for a better world civilization (a plan whcih will
be described in the final chapter) makes a strong appeal. Many of
these youth become such zealous Baha'is as to consecrate them-
selves to Baha'i missionary work all over the planet.
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The description of these various spiritual movements must
make us aware that Destiny is a work in our midst to forge out
a new type of human being — man attaining his final stage of
development upon the planet, that of spirit.

Let us reflect for a moment upon the meaning and importance
of these various outbursts of spiritual life and light that we
have been describing in this chapter. Here is factual evidence that
we are at the dawn of a new age in which mere religiousness
will not suffice. Humanity is expected by Destiny to now begin a
spiritual climb to be consumated in the establishment of the
Kingdom of God on earth - a new type of civilization in which,
as Christ fortold, God’s will }would be done on earth as it is
in heaven.

Then a new motivation will empower all humans into lives
of loving service. Then indeed God’s will of creative love will
reign upon this earth, as it docs in the heavenly concourse.
In the midst of worsening gloom upon this planet we can console
ourselves with the thought that the darkest hour is just before
the dawn. The reign of self-seeking egoism is being brought
to a dramatic close, to make way for the new civilization found-
ed on love and service.

“A new life is in this age stirring within all the peoples of the
earth.” said Baha’w’llah. And ‘Abdu’l-Baha, while lecturing
in this country in 1912, as has been described, stated: “The
Spirit is the energizing factor in the life of mun. The Spirit has
enabled man to discover means of bending many natural laws
- to his will. The Spirit will give man greater power than these, if
only he will strive after the things of the Spirit and endeavor
10 attune his heart to the Divine Infinite Love.

“The spirit breathes in this day unto the hearts which are
moving, beating, and attracted by the love of God.”
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SPIRITUAL VALUES IN THE DAILY LIFE

Man’s spiritual development should be looked upon not so
much as a duty and a responsibility as it should be considered
an inestimable privilege. The development-of man’s mind is so
considered: The values that it leads to for human beings are so
palpable that no argument is necessary in order to convince
man of his need for thorough training of his mind.

Just so in the world of spririt. It should be realized that in-
estimable values accrue for man in this development: We shall
discuss them in this chapter.

The first and most important value that accrues to man from
spiritual development is more harmony in his relations with
his fellow men. Inharmonious relations can result in all sorts
of psychosomatic ailments. We will give here a vivid example,
which we were witness of years ago in Annapolis, where two
brilliant women founded a very enjoyable Seven Arts Club of
which we were a member. These women were brilliant ; but
unfortunately they were too brilliant for their mutual harmo-
nious relationship. They quarrelled over the direction of the
club, and vilified each other to the public. In fact, a complete
fecud grew up between them. What was a result of this? Each
came down in six months with a serious ailment.

In our lectures we assure audiences that we can tell them how

-to become sick in six months if they so desire. Just let them

go to work in daily contact with some person they hate intcnse-
ly and who hate them. Under such circumstances we can guar-
antee that illness will occur. Psychiatry is only too well aware
of the dangers to health of such inharmonious conditions.

Lao-tse made harmony the basis of his whole religion of
Taoism, deriving this spiritual principle from a deep study of
the universe and its ways of harmonious functioning. Confucius
itemized such a life of harmony into a definite regulation of
lifc in the family, life in the village, and life in the empire.
The result of these teachings of Lao-tse and Confucius, as they
became embedded in the life of the Chinese people, brought
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about a stability and an endurance of emipire the like ol which
has not occurred elsewherce in history.

Complete harmony in life, under all and any circumstances,
is possible only by spiritual development. Humanity is only too
prone to detest people who are detestable. When we were visiting
‘Abdu’l-Baha, head of the Baha’i Faith, in 1908 in his prison
home in Acca, we were told at a table-talk: “People will say,
‘I'It endure that man as long as he’s endurable.” ™ "Abdu’l-Baha
smiled and added: “Anyone can endure a person who’s endur-
able. But we must learn how to endure people who are un-
endurable.”” He said this with a smile, so differing from the
clergy who would make this a very mournful duty. He said it
with a smile, as if to say: “Try it, it’s great fun.” In fact thatis
the way he gave out all his spiritual teaching. And this is a truth
we want to emphasize throughout this book: that spiritual-
ization is a great adventure fraught with joy and with great
reward. 2

The second value that spiritualization brings into our daily
lives is the gift of serenity, Without spiritual development and the
resourcefulness that it confers, many occasions in lifc cause us
to lose our serenity in ways that are injurious to our well-being,
A psychologist has stated that man is apt to be more strained in
his drive from city work to home in the suburbs. at the crowded
part of the day, than in the course of his whole days work in
the office.

We envy the life of animals as we see them in the pasture, or
the flight of birds, or the joyous scramble of squirrels over the
trees. We feel a longing to have that same perfection of un-
anxious action that characterizes animal life.

The life of the savage is almost as screne as that of the animals.
A portuguese landowner in Angola remarked recently.. to a writ-
er of a book on Negro life, that the Negro had the rare ability
to be happy in difficult circumstances. The life of the peasant
everywhere, and of the tiller of the soil. is calming in its ¢ffect
upon the nervous system.
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It is our urbanization which today is bringing myriad causes
of tension into daily life. Man will destroy himself by the very
technological civilization he has built up, unless he learns how
to relieve himself of the daily tensions caused by it. We can give
no general recipe for such transformation as to rescue humanity
from the chaos he is himself creating, except spiritual develop-
ment such as to make man immune to these tests and trials.

The Stoics of old sought to make themselves thus immune
to the exigencies of life. Marcus Aurelius developed this philo-
sophy almost to the point of a religion, so that his “Meditations™
have become an inspiration throughout the ages. His attitude
expressed as “Nothing is too early or too late, for me, oh Un-
iverse, which is not too early or too late for thee,

This self-dicipline of the Stoics was not an easy one. Few

arrived at its perfection. But at the same time that Roman
philosophers were training themselves to be Stoics, Christian
converts of every range of intelligence were finding serenity
in a spiritual way, by means of their religious faith. This serenity
was carried to remarkable lengths on the part of Christians con-
demned to death by means of lions in the arena. Such condem-
nation did not ruin their joy of life. In fact, in strange emotional
ways they actually rejoiced at the destiny of sacrifice for the sake
of their Lord, who had given his life for them.
- To sum this up we will state that Stoicism is not necessary if
one can, from a purely spiritual point of view, accept life with all
its exigencies and remain serene. Let us state conclusively that
spiritual development is the only thing which can guarantee se-
renity at all times and under all circumstances.

3

Spiritual development brings a third value into our daily lives.
by means of his c¢lose connection with the Cosmic Power itself
and the ability to be guided by it.

The life of the plant and animal world is fully guided by this
Cosmic Power. On this truth Lao-tse based his whole religion of
Taoism — to direct our lives by flowing with this Cosmic Force.
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The plant life and the animal life cannot take their affairs into
their own hands in such a way as to misdirect their energics.
But man can do so. The great gift of self-direction is bestowed
upon him, and this is what frequently leads him into trouble.
How shall he direct his energies? The fact is that he is prone
often to misdirect them. This is the point at which Cosmic Guid-
ance can be of great benefit to him.

Gandhi once suddenly broke an important plan he had made
with Nehru. Nehru asked him: “Why do you want to change this
plan?” Gandhi answered: “1 don’t know. probably time will
show.” What a strange answer for one statesman to make to
another statesman! Nehru burst into tears and said: “Gandhi, 1
don’t understand you.” Gandhi smiled and said: 71 don’t under-
stand myself, but I have to follow guidance, and my guidances
are always right.”

Ganhi had apparently trained himself to be under constant
guidance from the Cosmic Mind. And with this power he heiped
to frec and guide India.

Another who lived under this constant guidance was Abdu’l-
Baha. leader of the Baha’i World Faith. One aftemoon in
England. when he was a guest in a private home. he was inform-
ed: “Abdu’l-Baha. it is time we started to go to the afternoon tea
at which you are invited to speak.”

But ‘Abdu’l-Baha would not budge. He made no answer to
their urgings, but simply sat there. In a few moments there
artived at the door a tramp who had walked a hundred miles to
meet him. It was this that caused his delay. Like Gandhi. he
could not cxplain why.

More important still was his directive to his secretary at the
time in France when he was preparing to sail on the Titanic
for America. He asked his secretary to cancel the tickets for
himself and four of the group accompanying him. The secret-
ary argued with him that it was too late to make such a cancel-
lation. He argued so vehemently that ‘Abdu’l-Baha had to give
him a slight tap on the cheek, meaning; “Stop’talking and get
to action!” The tickets were cancelled:
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What o loss it would have been to the world if “Abdu’l-Baha
had sailed and gone down on the Titanic. It is not recorded that
he foresaw the exact event that was to take place. That was not
necessary. The important thing was, not to sail on the Titanic.
Thus it would seem, it is not for us to question why when
these Cosmic messages come to us. It is for us to welcome them
and carry out their directives.

4

We may at this point describe a similar episode in our own
life. In 1935 we had gladly accepted an invitation to lecture on
Progressive Education in Honolulu. No salary was to be paid,
but all expenses. We looked forward greatly to this rare opor-
tunity to visit the golden island of Hawaii, to see friends and
relatives en route in California, and to enjoy the swimming
pool on the ship we would be sailing on from San Francisco.

But early in January we began to get warnings about this
trip. The first thing to do in such a case is to kill all desire.
Although this was difficult, we gradually stopped all desire.
We stopped ardent dreamings of visiting friends and relatives
in California, of swimming for a week each way on the ocean
trip, and of enjoying the climatic delights of that elisium, Hawaii.
We made our mind perfectly neutral to this trip. Then each day
the antagonism to the trip grew stronger. The times we felt this
guidance most strongly was on going to sleep at night and waking
in the morning. Within a week my decision was made. Coming
down to breakfast I said to my wife, I'm not going to Hawaii.”

Why? she asked, “you have been looking forward to is
so much.”

“I don’t know,” I answered, *“time will probably show.”

And time did show.. At the very day we came down with
acute appendicitis, threatening perforation in twenty four
hours, we would have been on a small ship sailing back from
Hawaii. Peritonitis at that time, before penicillin was discovered,
was fifty percent fatal.

This unfolding of events satisfied my wife as to the wisdom
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of my decision. But 1 also began to belicve that it was unduly
selfish of me to absent myself from the school so long as five
weeks and leave it under Nayan’s management. At any rate
the guidance came, and all our friends realized the beneficial
importance 5

Such guidance has been evidenced all through the history of
mankind, but no methodology has been arrived at. We will
present here a method that can be counted upon under all cir-
cumstances to bring guidance in making plans and decisions.
Many people face issues during their lives in which they must
make very important decisions for their life guidance. How
important and valuable it would be if we could tum to the
Divine Intelligence for guidance at these times.

Here are the directives for finding this guidance: If we have to
choose between A and B, or between A and not A, and the values
of each of these alternatives seem so equal that it is very diffi-
cult to make a decision, how important it would be for us to
get Divine Guidance. In order to get such guidance, we must
divest ourselves of all personal desire for either alternative. Then
with a perfectly neutral attitude—like a lake that can reflect
the stars when there are no ripples on the surface—we await
our guidance. If there is time to seek this guidance daily—over
a period of a week or more—-we will find a definite guidance
growing in our soul, day by day, until we are perfectly certain
of the cosmic answer to our problem.

We described this process some years ago to a young lady
coming from college, at the end of the college year, to her home
near our summer camp in Maine. Her problem was this. She
had thought to be a doctor and had just finished her pre-medic
year at college. During the year she had begun to get a distaste
for this profession and wished she had concentrated on physics
instead. But to change now would cause her to lose the whole
year of education she had just finished. How could she be sure
that the shift to physics would be rewarding enough to suffice
for this loss of a college year.
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We described to Jean the process of secking guidance by
climinating all desire for either choice, and waiting patiently
to receive guidance. It was some twelve years later that, talking
to her mother on the telephone, we discovered what had occur-
red. Jean had dropped medicine and taken degrees in physics.
She was now the only woman engineer in IBM’s biggest plant
near New York, had been prometed three times, and had a fab-
ulous salary. Can there be any doubt about the wisdom of the
guidance she received? A year later. 1 learned that she had
married onc of the engineers she had met in the plant, so that
now her every lifenced was fulfillled in the IBM plant. Can
anyone doubt the wisdom of her final choice. 1t was not human
wisdom but a Cosmic wisdom that brought this about.

* % &

Let these illustrations suffice to show the desireability of
putting our lives constantly under the directives of Cosmic
Wisdom. Unspiritual man is constantly the creature of circum-
stance. He does not know what may tumn up to shift his bear-
ings and to_dislocate his plans. He never has a feeling of faith,
assurance, and guidance. But spiritual man is not the creature
of circumstance. He knows how to seek Divine guidance at
any moment. He never has to wander unguided over the deserts

' of life.
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Chapter VI
SPIRITUAL HEALING

Unfortunately, the last people to go to for the truth about a
new movement are the specialists in that field. The reason for
this is that these specialists have spent a lifetime of thought and
action elaborating the system which they practice, and they
turn against any new thought or practice which might disrupt
their system.

Mesmer inaugurated the psychological phenomenon called
hypnotism two hundred years ago. It was called after him Mes-
merism. He was persecuted by the medical profession, driven
from Vienna, and settled in Paris where his consultations on the
part of the aristrocracy became the fashion. But the medical
faculty of Paris stigmatized him as a charlatan.

Up to recent times the last persons to go to about the exist-
ence of psychic powers have been the psychologists. Also the
last people to go to about the truth of a new religious movement
are the clergy of the old established faith. And up to recently
the last persons to go to for the truth about spiritual healing are
the members of the medical profession; This is why spiritual
healing has not yet arrived at scientific acceptance.

2

If we look into the subject of spiritual healing with open mind
and with scientific application—studying the pages of history
up to the present we find continuous occurrences of spiritual
healing, but on a basis which has seemed miraculous and not
to be a part of normal life processes.

But today the world is so full of amply testified instances
of healers and of healing, both by psychics and religionists,
that medical science is forced to admit the validity of these
healings.

In order to forestall medical skepticism Lourders—the world
center of religious healing miracles—added two physicians to its
staff who have recently published a book about the so-called
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miracles they have witnessed  there. The three most remark-
able types of healing are: the instantaneous disappearance of
diseased matter, as in the case of dropsy where two quarts of
body liquid can suddenly disappear; the instantaneous creation
of new matter to fill up a wound or cavity; and the straightening
of bone structures and malformations that had defied the sur-
geon’s care.

These so-called miraculous cures are not, however, the most
important world part of spiritual healing, for the reason that
they are sporadic and not available to humanity in general.
The important healings by spirit today are those that are current-
ly being practiced by spiritual or psychic healers all over the
world, Many healers use the laying-on-of hands method. But
this is not necessary. Healing can be done even at a distance.
There are three organizations known to the writer that carry
on continuous prayer around the clock by means of a corps
of devoted people who stand by both day and night, each for an
hour, to hold in their prayers all requests for aid on the part
of the sick people anywhere in the country. No charge is made
for these services, which operate by means of voluntary con-
tributions. These three organizations are: The world Healing

Crusade, Blackpool, En‘gland; The Order of St. Luke’s under

the direction of Rev. Alfred W. Price, 10 So. 10th Strect, Phila-
delphia; Silent Unity, Unity School of Christianity, Lee’s
Summit, Missouri.

The World Healing-Crusade issues 2 monthly, “The Crusader”™,
devotedr to this work, with testimonies of healings, which is
sent free upon request. The Order of St. Luke’s is also repre-
sented by a magazine. Unity publishes A Daily Work™ and a
magazine, “Unity.”

When ill, why not add to materia medica the benefits of this
Cosmic Power drawn to our inmost being by prayer, faith and
love? Dependence upon spiritual methods of healing alone is dan-
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gerous. Medical science as well as spiritual science should be
invoked. But to supplement all that medicine and hygiene
can do, why no call also upon Spirit?

There are surgeons who never operate without a silent with-
drawn moment of prayer. There are physicians who call upon a
Power greater than themselves to aid in diagnosis and healing.
There are psychiatrists who refuse to take on patients that have
no religious faith. The day will come when medical science will
join hands with spiritual science in the prevention or cure of
all diseases.

4

The most thoroughly scientific study of spiritual healing
that we know of is that which was carnied out by the Layman’s
League of New York a few years ago. For several years a week’s
session of investigation was conducted on their Qharming prop-
erty in Rye, To this conference on healing came healers from
England and this country, plus doctors and scientists to aid in the
investigations. Ample reports were published of each session.

The important diagnosis by a physical scientist, made at the
end of the second summer, is worthy of note. He said he believed
the healing was due to a subtle Cosmic Power, more subtle than
the energy ail matter is reducable to. What is this power? He did
not explain. Let us realized it to be the Power back of all cre-
ation, the Creative power itself that sets in motion all phenomena
of the material universe. It is the Creative Power of God.

How do these so-called spiritual cures take place? No physical
contact is necessary; Christian Scientists practice often distant
healings. Nor is faith on the part of the patient necessary. People
in a state of coma have been healed. Baptismal healing of in-
fants takes place.

A dying dog belonging to my brother, which neither family
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physician or veterinarian could help, lay dying. He was unable
to rise up to greet me, or even to raise his head. He could only
lift his tail in order to say hello to me. Yet within two weeks
that dog was running around perfectly well after treatment by
a veteran Christian Science practioner, a man so devoted to his
calling as to be almost a saint.

Strangely enough, ‘in all the medical research into the field
of spiritual healing the broad area of operations that has daily
been going on in the field of Christian Science for almost a cen-
tury has utterly been overlooked by the researchers. Yet these
healings in the aggregate represent the largest segment of Spirit-
ual healing going on in the whole ' world today.

Why is this field so utterly neglected by researchers? There are
probable two reasons. The first is the refusal of Chirstian Science
to make use of medical aid, and obstinancy which is frequently
causing unnecessary deaths. This fact well known to the medical
profession. The second is the remarkably inclusive and exclusive
nature of Christian Science, and its unwillingness to face a reaily
scientific investigation such as would study and enumerate
failures as well as successes.

Yet the pages of Chirstian Science publications are full of
remarkable testimonies to healings. They have been recording
these healings for many years. Right in these records lie a tre-
mendous treasure-trove of ev